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COURSE: HSE 227 Children & Adolescents In Crisis  

 
HOURS: Lecture: 3 Lab/Shop: 0 Work Exp/Clinical: 0 Credits: 3 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

This course covers the crises affecting children and adolescents in contemporary society.  
Emphasis is placed on abuse and neglect, suicide and murder, dysfunctional family living, poverty 
and violence. Upon completion, students should be able to identify and discuss intervention 
strategies and available services for the major contemporary crises affecting children and 
adolescents.  

 
PREREQUISITE(S): None  

 
COREQUISITE(S): None  

 
TEXTBOOK(S) & OTHER SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 
  

Open Educational Resources (OER) are listed in the course Moodle. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
 
1. Explain the role of economic, family, school, cultural, developmental, and sociological factors 

in causing children/adolescent crises. 
2. Recognize, classify, and assess children/adolescent at-risk behaviors, backgrounds, and 

attitudes, using a ‘Risk Continuum’ applicable to textbook case studies. 
3. Discuss the role of community helping resources appropriate for making child, adolescent, 

and family crisis intervention referrals. 
4. Apply legal and ethical principles to children/adolescent crisis intervention and treatment 

roles and procedures. 
5. Organize and demonstrate the validity of an appropriate crisis intervention and core 

competency treatment strategy for a special at-risk children/adolescent crisis population. 
6. Use research and critical thinking skills to obtain and interpret data bases which explain 

generic psychosocial characteristics of major children/adolescent crises to include poverty, 
teen pregnancy, school failure, juvenile delinquency, abuse/neglect, gang violence, family 
dysfunction, runaways, alcoholism/substance abuse, developmental maladjustment, teen 
pregnancy, and depression/suicidal ideation. 

7. Research and demonstrate the background, core components, and occupational duties of a 
specialized community agency children/adolescent crisis prevention or early-intervention 
program services and resources. 

8. Obtain information about and work effectively with globally diverse at-risk children, youth, 
and their families. 
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***Please refer to the online version of the Richmond Community College Program & Course 
Catalog and the Student Handbook for current academic and general information.  
 


