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Trail
open 
to foot 
traffic

Balancing 
act of work 
and college 
pays off

Thirty-two Richmond 
Community College students 
received a Working Scholar-
ship this fall semester thanks 
to the generous donors who 
contributed to the scholarship 
fund.

Because these students are 
working their way through 
school, they are not eligible 
for financial aid. For many, 
this disadvantage will pro-
long their time in school or 
even cause them to drop out. 
The Working Scholarship is 
designed to meet the needs of 
those students.

Meet some of RCC’s students 
who received the Working 
Scholarship, Pages 3-4.

Andy Cagle, director of Marketing and Communications, 
and Scotty Mabe, director of Facility Services, were among 
the many faculty and staff who volunteered to help clean 
up debris and set up fitness stations along the Mary Ellen 
Kindley Fitness Trail. A dedication ceremony for the trail 
was held Dec. 10. See more photos, Page 9.

Working Scholarship

Thirty-two RCC students received 
a Working Scholarship this fall.



By the time you read these 
words, we here at the RCC 
Foundation will have award-
ed more than $20,000 in 
Working Scholarships, with 
more waiting in the wings. 
We will have dedicated our 
beautiful new fitness trail to 
the kind and gracious Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Kindley. We will 
be preparing to hand out 
service awards to our hard-
working faculty and staff. We 
will be in the midst of another 
fun and successful Director’s 

Circle season. 
We will be 
gearing up for 
our February 
Scholarship 
banquet and 
our Annual 
Gala in April.

We have 
much to be 
proud of and 
even more to 
be thankful 
for.

As you wind down 2014, 

please know that the RCC 
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, Dr. Dale McInnis and I 
remain deeply grateful for 
your kind words, helpful 
actions and generous gifts. If 
you have not already, please 
consider making your tax de-
ductible donation to the RCC 
Foundation for the 2014 year. 
As you can see in the pages of 
this Ledger, our focus on the 
Working Scholarship remains 
strong and the need to build 
that fund is still pressing. 

There are plenty of ways to 
give to the Foundation, and 
plenty of places where those 
funds will make an impact. If 
you would like to know more 
about how to make your year-
end gift and where you might 
request that it be used, please 
do not hesitate to contact me, 
(910) 410-1807 or bowebb@
richmondcc.edu.

Thank you so much for your 
support.  Have a joyous holi-
day season, and we’ll see you 
in the new year!

The Ledger

Olivia Webb,
RCC Foundation 
Executive Director

Campus Message from RCC Foundation Executive DirectorViews
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Let’s continue our tradition of giving in 2015

Happy Holidays It’s starting to look a lot like Christmas at RCC, and President Dr. 
Dale McInnis, along with our Student Ambassadors, wish you and 
your family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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Krista Thompson
Krista Thompson is getting 

hands on experience working 
in the medical field while at-
tending Richmond Community 
College as a nursing student.

Thompson is enrolled in 
the Associate Degree Nursing 
program. She has been work-
ing since February at Scotia 
Village, a retirement com-
munity in her hometown of 
Laurinburg. She received the 
Working Scholarship this fall 
semester.

“It’s been a very good experi-
ence learning first hand to 
care for people,” said Thomp-
son, who aspires to work in 
labor and delivery once she 
completes her education.

Thompson said she’s always 
wanted to work in the medical 
field, having already obtained 
a degree in biology from the 
University of North Caroli-
na-Pembroke. Unable to get 
into UNC-P’s nursing school, 
Thompson said she went into 
education but found that 
wasn’t the right career path 
for her. 

“In hindsight I wish I had 
started at RCC,” Thompson 
said.

Thompson said balancing 

work and studies is challeng-
ing, especially as a mom to two 
small children.

“There are lots of late nights 
studying,” she said. 

She said she’s thankful for 
the Working Scholarship and 
the difference it has made in 
the cost of getting her educa-
tion. 

An Associate Degree Nursing 
student at RCC and a mother of 
two children, Krista Thompson 
is working at Scotia Village, a  
retirement community in Lau-
rinburg. 

Working Scholarship Students

Matthew Pettitt of Rocking-
ham has taken on the challeng-
ing Electric Utility Substation 
and Relay Technology (EUSRT) 
program at Richmond Commu-
nity College. The 2014 gradu-
ate of Richmond Senior High 
School enrolled in the program 
this fall semester, and he hopes 
to eventually work for Duke En-
ergy, even if it means relocating 
for a job in the power industry.

Pettitt is currently working 
on the weekends doing land-

scaping and other tasks for the 
City of Rockingham. Like many 
RCC students, he is working 
while going to college. Pettitt 
received the Working Schol-
arship this semester, which 
helped pay for his books and 
tuition.

Pettitt is on track to grad-
uate in spring 2016. He said 
he’s glad to be enrolled in a 
program unique to RCC that 
will prepare him for a lifelong 
career in utility industry.

Matthew Pettitt is enrolled in the Electric Utility Substation and Re-
lay Technology program at RCC. He works on the weekends for the 
City of Rockingham. 

Matthew Pettitt 

Hayley White of Ellerbe is among 
the many Richmond Community 
College students who are working to 
pay for their college education, so she 
was very appreciative to receive the 
Working Scholarship this semester. 

“The scholarship money helped pay 
for my books and my tuition, so I was 
very thankful to receive it,” White said. 

Enrolled in the Medical Assisting 
program, White works on the week-
ends at Food King! in Ellerbe. She said 
the biggest struggle with working 
while going to school is wanting to 
work more hours so she can make 
more money, but she doesn’t want to 
compromise her grades by not having 
enough time to study and complete 

assignments. For White, it’s definitely 
a balancing act. When she does have 
time to herself, she likes to cook, and 
she sews.

When White graduates in spring 
of 2016, she hopes to be able to find 
a job at a local medical facility. She 
eventually wants to come back to RCC 
so she can become a licensed practical 
nurse. 

“I’m only three credits short from 
completing the Practical Nursing 
program, so that is my career goal,” 
she said. 

White said RCC has helped her learn 
to be responsible, and it has helped 
her define her career path in health-
care.

Hayley White

Hayley White, a Medical Assisting student at RCC, 
works weekends at the Food King! in Ellerbe.
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Working Scholarship Students

Ryanne McEachin, a Health Information Technology student at RCC, 
works at Lowe’s in Rockingham while going to college full time.

Ryanne McEachin of Rock-
ingham has a lot on her plate 
these days. She’s a mother, a 
student and a cashier at Lowe’s. 

McEachin, who has a 4-year-
old son, enrolled in the Health 
Information Technology pro-
gram at Richmond Community 
College this fall semester. She 
was thrilled when she found 
out she had received the Work-
ing Scholarship. 

“It was a blessing. It helped 
a lot because I was not able to 
receive financial aid,” she said.

McEachin works four hours 
most every day at Lowe’s, but 
she also has to balance being a 
mother and a student, so those 

three things keep her pretty 
busy. 

“In my down time, I love 
spending time with my son, of 
course. I like working outside 
with my dad,” she said. “I also 
love to cook. I love to make 
homemade soup.”

McEachin has a bachelor’s 
degree in healthcare man-
agement. However, when she 
couldn’t find a job, she moved 
back home and decided to 
enroll at RCC to get a two-year 
degree that would give her a 
specific skill that would help 
her get a job.

“I feel like I’m getting more 
one-on-one attention from 

Ryanne McEachin 

my teachers at RCC. I’m also 
getting exposure to our local 
healthcare community, so I 
think this two-year degree 

will really help me find a job in 
medical records at a hospital 
or some type of medical facili-
ty,” she said. 

Matthew Phillips of Laurin-
burg is attending Richmond 
Community College in hopes of 
beginning a career in law.

“I’ve been interested in that 
profession since I was young,” 
said Phillips, who has yet 
decided where he would like to 
attend law school.

With assistance from the 
Working Scholarship, along 
with other financial assis-
tance, Phillips has been able 
to attend his first semester at 
RCC at no cost. He is pursuing 

an Associate in Arts degree.
Phillips works part time at 

General McArthur’s in Laurin-
burg, a position he’s held for 
a year and a half. He balances 
work and school by completing 
his major course projects on 
Mondays and Tuesdays when 
the restaurant is closed. 

A graduate of Scotland High 
School, Phillips said going to 
RCC has been a positive expe-
rience due to the personalized 
attention he’s received from 
faculty and staff.

RCC student Matthew Phillips, who is interested in a law career, 
works part time at General McArthur’s in Laurinburg 

Matthew Phillips 

Katherine Goodwin of Rock-
ingham is a Working Scholar-
ship student with two part-
time jobs who is pursuing an 
Associate in Science degree.

The 2014 graduate of 
Richmond Senior High School 
said she hopes to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in biology by 
2018 and eventually become 
a surgeon. She said she chose 
to begin her college career at 
Richmond Community College 
because she knew it would 
be more cost efficient than a 
four-year university and felt 
the small class sizes would be 
more conducive to learning.

“Here at RCC, you really get 
the sense that the teachers are 
there for you and want you to 
succeed,” Goodwin said.

To help pay her way through 
school, Goodwin works at 
two local eateries. She’s been 
a server at Captain George 
Seafood Restaurant for about 
a year and she recently began 
working at Dairy Queen. 

“I always work weekends 
when it’s busiest, but I usually 
have a day or two off during the 

week when I can focus entirely 
on my studies,” Goodwin said.

She said she also uses the 
most of her time between 
classes to complete her home-
work and study for courses.

When asked what she enjoys 
doing when she’s not working or 
studying, Goodwin said, “Sleep.”

Goodwin said she’s very 
thankful to have received the 
Working Scholarship, adding 
that it cut the cost of her month-
ly tuition payment in half. 

Katherine Goodwin is working 
two jobs while going to college.

Katherine Goodwin 
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Only through the generosity of our donors can the RCC Foundation 
support the College’s initiatives, assist in meeting its emerging 
needs, and provide the scholarships that give so many students 
the opportunity to obtain a college education.

FRIENDS CIRCLE 
Up to $99
----------------------------------------
Mrs. Irene Aiken
Mrs. Sara Allen
Mr. Joey Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Bittle
Drs. Robert & Pam Case
Mrs. Crystal Collins
Ms. Naomi Daggs
Ms. Cindy Driggers
Mrs. Kary Edmondson
Ms. Colleen Godino
Ms. Susan Gray
Mr. Woodrow Gunter
Mr. Rick Halverstadt
Mr. Tim Harris
IBM International Foundation
Ms. Penny Jacobs
Mr. William Jordan
Ms. Carlotta Knotts
Ms. Shirley Lassiter
Mrs. Gladys Loftis
Mrs. Jennifer Love
Mrs. Christina Mabe
Marston Baptist Church
Mrs. Wendy Massagee
Ms. Betsy McLeod
Mr. Steve Morris
Mr. Charles Needham
Mrs. Bobbie Sue Ormsby
Ms. Nancy Perkins
Potter & Company
Ms. Marvena Rush-Wall
Mr. Brian Terry
Mr. Terry Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Tilson
Ms. Ronnie Tunstall
Ms. Cheryl Vincett
Mrs. Rebecca Watts
Mr. & Mrs. Wilburn White
Mr. & Mrs. David Young

CENTURY CIRCLE
$100-$249
----------------------------------------
Mr. John Alvin Atkinson
Ms. Emily Aycock
Mr. William Ballard
Ms. Kim Brown

Gifts to the Foundation 

See PRESIDENTS CIRCLE, p.6

Mr. Don Bryant
Ms. Hannah Buie
Mrs. Ruth Burgin
Mrs. Debbie Cashwell
Ms. Amanda Caudill
Mr. Christopher Cesaro
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Chappell
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony Clarke
Mr. David Clayton
Ms. Catherine Clements
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Conti, Jr.
Jim Cox Insurance
Ms. Sylvia Crick
Mrs. Vickie Daniel
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Davis
Mr. Robert Davis
Mrs. Myra Deane
Mr. Clayton Dial
Mrs. Sheri Dunn-Ramsay
Mr. & Mrs. Azriah Ellerbe
Mr. Michael Fairley
Mr. & Mrs. Butch Farrah
Mr. Bill Frye
Hamlet Hospital Alumni
M.W. & D.C. Hopkins
Mr. & Mrs. David James
Mr. Earl Key
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kindley
Mr. Vance Land
Ms. Nancy Lentz
Ms. Patricia Lunceford
Mr. Charles Melvin
Mrs. Anne Morris
Mrs. Jennifer Murray
Mr. Harry Newton
Mr. Amir Niczad
Mr. George Norris
Dr. & Mrs. Roy Peele
Mr. Paul Petris
Mr. Oz Queen
Ms. Saundra Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Rostan, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sanderson
Schweitzer Engineering Labo-
ratories, Inc.
Steven Oaks Doors & Hardware
Mr. P.R. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Swink
Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Taylor
Mr. Danny Thames

Mr. W. Lyndo Tippett
Ms. Jane Ellen Tornow
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Unger
Mr. Ron Utley
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Webb
Mr. Kenan Wright

PATRONS CIRCLE
$250 - $499	
----------------------------------------
Ms. Angie Adams
Mr. Lee Ballenger
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Barbee
Mrs. Gaye Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Erby, Jr.
Mrs. Sharon Goodman
Mrs. Crystal Greene
Mr. Devon Hall
Ms. Julie Davis Layne
Mr. Joseph Liles
Mr. & Mrs. Tom MacCallum
Mr. Alan Questell
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Ray
Ms. Sheila Regan
Mr. Glenn Sims
Mr. Oliver Sweeney
Ms. Chihoko Terry
Mr. Teng Vang
S.E. Howe Wain
J.C Wain, MD
Mr. & Mrs. James Wood

BENEFACTORS 
CIRCLE
$500 - $999	
----------------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Buckner
Mrs. Sherry Byrd
The Christian 	 Closet
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Council
Mrs. Dianne Dawkins
Ms. Toni Goodwin
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Hayden
Mr. Carl Howald
Jordan Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John Kester
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McDow
Ms. Susanne McInnis
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Parsons

Rockingham Civitan Club
Mr. Dalton Ruffin
Mr. Steve Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Staley
Ms. Rachel Thompson
Mrs. Johnnie Webb
Woman’s Club of Hamlet

PRESIDENTS CIRCLE
$1,000 - $2,499	
----------------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. David Ariail
Dr. & Mrs. David Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bayless
Big Rock Sports
Bluescope Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Van Billingsley
Carolina Farm Credit
The Community Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Davis
ECS Carolinas
Ellerbe Pharmacy
Mrs. Shirley Fuller
Mr. & Mrs. John Garner
R.W. Goodman Fund NC Com-
munity Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Griffin
Gryphon Group Security Solu-
tions, LLC
Hudson Paving, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hutchinson
Mr. & Mrs. John Hutchinson
Kiwanis Club of Laurinburg
Knit-Rite Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Lamm
Dr. & Mrs. Duane & Carol Linker
Ms. Susan Long
Mr. Ottis Long
Mr. & Mrs. Wiley Mabe
Marks Creek Properties
Mr. & Mrs. Lazelle Marks
Mr. & Mrs. James McCaskill
Mr. & Mrs. Tom McInnis
Ms. Audrey Moore
Morrison Correctional Institu-
tion
Mr. Joshua R. Newton
Nic’s Properties, Inc.
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Gifts to the Foundation 

PRESIDENTS CIRCLE
Continued	
----------------------------------------
Z. V. Pate Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Purcell
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Riggins
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Savage
Sandhills Alternative Academy, 
LLC
Sandhills Office Systems
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Sojka
Southern Educational Systems
Dr. Robert Street
Mrs. Roberta Sumpter
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Turner
Unimin Corporation
Vulcan Materials Company
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Wallace
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Weatherly
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Webb
Wells Fargo Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David Wood

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
$2,500 and up	
----------------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. Russell E. Bennett, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. David  Burns
Mr. & Mrs. J. Neal Cadieu, Jr.
Cascades Tissue Group
Charleston Restaurant Foun-
dation
The Cole Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Al Covington
Carrie B. DeWitt Family Foun-
dation
Duke Energy Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Wade S. Dunbar, III
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Everett
Follett Education Group
Golden LEAF Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Goodman
Rep. & Mrs. Kenneth Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Howell
Mr. & Mrs. G. R. Kindley

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kindley
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Lewis
Mr. David H. Lindsey
Mr. Mark McDonald Lindsey, Jr.
Mr. William J. Lindsey
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie McCaskill
Dr. & Mrs. W. Dale McInnis
Senator & Mrs. Gene McLaurin
Meritor Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
OrthoCarolina Foundation
Pee Dee EMC
RCC Student Government Asso-
ciation
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Robinette
Rockingham Rotary
Mr. Charles Scott
Dr. & Mrs. John S. Stevenson
Trinity Manufacturing, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Thad Ussery
Ms. Jo DeWitt Wilson

MATCHING GIFTS
----------------------------------------
IBM Matching Grants Program- 
Oliver Sweeney, Jr.
Wells Fargo Educational Match-
ing Gift Program-Edward J. 
Hamilton

PHILANTHROPIC 
FOUNDATIONS
----------------------------------------
BlueScope Foundation, North 
America
The Cole Foundation
Carrie B. DeWitt Family Foun-
dation
Charleston Restaurant Foun-
dation
Duke Energy Foundation
Golden L.E.A.F. Foundation
N. C. Community Foundation
OrthoCarolina Foundation
Richmond Community Foun-
dation
Z.V. Pate Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

CIVIC 
ORGANIZATIONS
----------------------------------------
The Christian Closet
Hamlet Hospital Alumni
Kiwanis Club of Laurinburg
RCC Student Government Asso-
ciation
Rockingham Civitan Club
Rockingham Rotary Club
Woman’s Club of Hamlet

OTHER
----------------------------------------
Marston Baptist Church

CORPORATE GIFTS
----------------------------------------
Big Rock Sports
Cascades Tissue Group
Jim Cox Insurance
ECS Carolinas
Ellerbe Pharmacy
Follett Education Group
Gryphon Group Security Solu-
tions, LLC
Hudson Paving, Inc.
Jordan Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Knit-Rite, Inc.
Marks Creek Properties
Meritor
Nic’s Properties, Inc.
Pee Dee Electric Membership 
Corporation
Potter & Company
Sandhills Alternative Academy, 
LLC
Sandhills Office Systems
Seven Oaks Doors & Hardware
Schweitzer Engineering Labo-
ratories, Inc.
Southern Educational Systems
Trinity Manufacturing, Inc.
Unimin Corporation
Vulcan Materials Company

RICHMOND COMMUNITY COLLEGE | START HERE, GO ANYWHERE | VISIT US ONLINE WWW.RICHMONDCC.EDU

Gifts 
to the 

Fitness Trail

MAJOR 
SPONSORS
--------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. David Ariail
Mr. & Mrs. Russell E. 
Bennett, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Galyon
Mr. & Mrs. John Garner
Hudson Paving, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Hutchinson
Mr. & Mrs. G. R. Kindley
Mr. & Mrs. Joe C. Kindley 
and family
RCC Student Government 
Association
Trinity Manufacturing, 
Inc.

FIT STATION 
SPONSORS
--------------------------------
Dr. & Mrs. Al Covington
Mr. & Mrs. Wade S.  
Dunbar, III
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Everett
John Kester, Sr., Donna 
Kester, and John Kester, 
II in memory of Joseph R. 
Kester, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Wiley L. Mabe
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie  
McCaskill, III
Dr. & Mrs. Dale McInnis
Sen. & Mrs. Eugene B. 
McLaurin
Mr. & Mrs. H. Wilson 
Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth  
Robinette
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Turner

See BENCH SPONSORS 
AND MORE, p.9
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Citizen of the Year Banquet

Foundation honors 
long-time member 

The annual update of Rich-
mond Community College 
and the RCC Foundation were 
presented Monday during a 
banquet honoring the Founda-
tion’s Citizen of the Year, John 
Garner.

Dr. Dale McInnis, RCC pres-
ident, provided the State of 
the College to the Foundation 
Board Directors. 

“I am proud to say that in 
large part because of your 
continuous support, Richmond 
Community College is strong 
and vibrant,” McInnis said.

McInnis focused on six high-
lights from the past fiscal year, 
including the College celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary and 
renovating the Forte Building 
on RCC’s main campus in 
Hamlet.

“The Forte Building expan-
sion and modernization has 
given the college a showcase 
for our engineering, technical 
and trades programs,” said 
McInnis. “Response from the 
faculty and students has been 
tremendous.”

McInnis reported a record 
number of more than 300 
graduates receiving diplomas 
last May, which resulted in 
the College having to host two 
separate ceremonies for the 
first time. The president also 
pointed out that 96 percent of 
nursing students educated at 
RCC passed the state licensing 
exam on first attempt.

Another highlight for RCC 
in terms of economic devel-
opment included the College 
providing more than $125,000 
of state-funded customized 
industrial training to 1,236 
employees at 13 Richmond and 
Scotland County companies. 

Looking ahead to the current 
school year, McInnis spoke of 

the wide range of new pro-
grams being offered this fall, 
including a one-year diploma 
in Dialysis Technology; a two-
year degree in Mechatronics 
Engineering Technology; an 
eight-week truck driver train-
ing program in conjunction 
with Caldwell Community 
College; and short-term phar-
macy technician, plumbing and 
electrical certificates.

Due to the growing suc-
cess of RCC’s Electric Utility 
Substation and Relay Technol-
ogy program, the College has 
added additional faculty and 
are drawing students from as 
far away as Virginia.

In addition to technical and 
vocational programs putting 
graduates directly into jobs, 
RCC is also working to make 
bachelor’s degrees more 
affordable and attainable 
through transfer options. 

“The new articulation 
agreement with the University 
of North Carolina system and 
private universities, com-
bined with the wide range of 
sophomore level courses we 
are delivering, will insure our 
students can save time and 
thousands of dollars without 

sacrificing quality,” McInnis 
said.

RCC’s present partnerships 
with the University of North 
Carolina-Pembroke and Gard-
ner-Webb University allow 
students to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in 13 majors without 
leaving the main campus in 
Hamlet.

RCC’s partnership with 
Richmond and Scotland 
County schools is also paying 
huge dividends. RCC’s Career 
and College Promise program, 

which provides free college 
classes to high school students, 
has nearly tripled in student 
enrollment during the last two 
years.

“Working together, we are 
putting more students in the 
pipeline for success in college 
and for well-paying careers in 
healthcare, engineering and 
energy,” McInnis said.

Over the past three years, 
the free classes from RCC have 

Richmond County Commission Vice Chairman John Garner, second 
from right, is presented the RCC Foundation Citizen of the Year 
plaque by Foundation President Lee Howell, far right. Also shown, 
from left, is RCC Foundation Executive Director Olivia Webb, RCC 
President Dr. Dale McInnis and RCC Foundation Past President GR 
Kindley.

RCC Foundation Citizen of the Year John Garner stands with his 
family who attended the awards banquet. Pictured are, from left, 
daughter-in-law Leslie Garner, son Brent Garner, Garner, and wife 
Kathy Garner.

Dr. Dale McInnis gives a positive 
report about the state of Rich-
mond Community College. 

See BANQUET, p.8
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saved the parents of Scotland 
and Richmond County chil-
dren more than $1.3 million in 
tuition and fees alone.

State of the Foundation
Foundation Executive Di-

rector Olivia Webb provided 
the State of the Foundation 
address, giving a positive 
report.

Webb said the Director’s 

Circle, which is a fund-raising 
arm of the annual DeWitt Per-
forming Arts Series, continues 
to exceed expectations with 
around 30 couples paying a 
little extra to enjoy the many 
perks associated with the 
group. The Foundation also 
collected around $15,000 
for the Working Scholarship 
through RCC’s 50th Anniver-
sary Gala last year, which will 
now become an annual event 
for the College in the spring.

Through the efforts of the 
Foundation, RCC is able to 

provide more than $100,000 
in merit and need-based 
financial aid to over 110 stu-
dents each year in the form of 
donor-funded endowed and 
annual scholarships.  

“Each scholarship is unique 
in its criteria and require-
ments, and the sense of 
achievement that an applicant 
feels when he or she earns 
one of these scholarships is 
tremendous,” said Webb.

Another Foundation project 
expected to be completed this 
year is the new Mary Ellen 

Kindley Fitness Trail, which 
will be located near the Forte 
Building and amphitheatre on 
RCC’s main campus in Hamlet.

“This new trail will pro-
vide much-needed health and 
recreational opportunities for 
our students, faculty, staff and 
entire community,” said Webb. 
“The outpouring of support 
for this project has been pro-
portional to this community’s 
true affection for its name-
sake, and we cannot wait to 
unveil the end result in the 
next month or so.”

BANQUET
CONTINUED FROM P.7

Due to increased demand, 
Richmond Community Col-
lege (RCC) will be admitting 
new students into its popular 
Electric Utility Substation and 
Relay Technology (EUSRT) 
program for the spring 2015 
semester. Traditionally, the 
introductory classes for the 
program had only been offered 
in the fall semester.

“We have had so many stu-
dents interested in the pro-
gram that we wanted to create 
a constant admission process 
and didn’t want any students 
to miss out on getting started 
because they missed the fall 
semester,” said Amir Niczad, 
RCC’s Engineering Department 
Chair. “By offering the first lev-
el EUSRT classes in the spring, 
we are creating a spring/sum-
mer sequence to complement 
the fall/spring sequence and 
serve more students in the 
program.”

The current school year is 
the fourth year of the EUSRT 
program at RCC. The two-year 
associates degree program 
prepares students for high-
wage, high-demand careers in 
the electric utility transmis-
sion industry. Graduates have 
found employment with utility 
companies, primarily Duke En-
ergy, with whom RCC partners 
to provide numerous intern-
ships for students, electric 

transmission contractors and 
electrical utility equipment 
manufacturers.

“Duke Energy has hired a 
number of our former stu-
dents, many of whom were 
offered jobs during their 
internship, nearly a full year 
before they completed their 
degrees,” said Steve Lampley, 
the program’s lead instructor.

But Duke isn’t the only com-
pany with eyes for the EUSRT 
graduates. The program has 
attracted attention from major 
utility companies from Virgin-

ia, Massachusetts, Pennsylva-
nia and Tennessee.

“There is a very high de-
mand in the industry for RCC 
EUSRT graduates,” said Lam-
pley “In fact, in the last three 
weeks, we have had visits 
from three major out of state 
electric utility companies who 
are interested in RCC grads 
and have several more visits 
scheduled over the next few 
weeks.”

RCC has recently added new 
faculty to meet the demand of 
students for the program and 

is currently looking for an-
other instructor to offer more 
classes.

About EUSRT
Started at RCC, this unique 

curriculum provides stu-
dents the skills to maintain 
high voltage equipment and 
protective systems for the 
electric utility transmission 
system. Training in operation 
and maintenance of critical 
infrastructure associated with 
the electric transmission grid 
is included.

Courses will develop an 
understanding of maintenance 
and troubleshooting of trans-
mission equipment. Courses 
include theory in three-phase 
power, protective relaying, 
power transformers, voltage 
regulators, capacitors and 
power circuit breakers. These 
skills apply to the electric 
utility industry and numerous 
other industries.

Graduates qualify for en-
try-level employment in the 
electric utility industry and 
industrial power facilities. 
Employment opportunities 
include: control systems, 
instrumentation and control 
in general industry, electric 
utility industry, green energy 
markets, or positions working 
with equipment related to 
power transmission.

Students in the Electric Utility Substation and Relay Technology pro-
gram learn to troubleshoot and test on actual equipment and trans-
formers used globally by the power industry. Because of the skills 
they are learning in this program, there is a very high demand in the 
power industry for RCC EUSRT graduates.

EUSRT accepting new students for spring semester
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Volunteers help spruce up walking trail
RCC faculty and staff worked up a sweat on a very brisk November 
morning as they helped spruce up the landscape along the Mary 
Ellen Kindley Fitness Trail that will open to walkers and joggers this 
month. A dedication ceremony was held for the trail Dec. 10.

Gifts to the 
Fitness Trail

BENCH 
SPONSORS
-----------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. J. Neal Cadieu, Jr.
Carrie B. DeWitt Family  
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. H. Lee Howell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Staley
Mr. & Mrs. Thad Ussery
Mr. & Mrs. David Wood

PLAQUE SPONSORS
-----------------------------------
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Buckner
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Burns
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick L. Chappell
Rep. & Mrs. Kenneth Goodman
Jordan Lumber & Supply, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Lazelle Marks
Dr. Jerry McGee
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Nichols
Mr. Dalton Ruffin
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Savage
Dr. & Mrs. John S. Stevenson

DONORS
-----------------------------------
Ms. Angelia Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Bittle
Drs. Robert & Pamela Case
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Conti
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Council
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Davis
Mrs. Sheri Dunn-Ramsay
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Erby, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Butch Farrah
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kindley
Mr. & Mrs. Tom MacCallum
Mr. & Mrs. Tom McInnis
Mrs. Bobbie Sue Ormsby
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Parsons
Ms. Nancy B. Perkins
Ms. Saundra Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Tilson
Mr. W. Lyndo Tippett
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Webb
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Director’s Circle enjoys 
‘good vibrations’ with

Fans of “America’s Band” 
packed the Cole Auditorium 
for The Beach Boys perfor-
mance on Nov. 5. Members 
of the Director’s Circle got a 
special treat before the show 
when original Beach Boy Mike 
Love and long-time member 
Bruce Johnston joined them 
during the pre-show reception. 

Love and Johnston chatted 
with their fans and posed for 
pictures. 

The Beach Boys, who have 
sold more than 100 million 
records worldwide, have 
performed more shows than 
any other major rock group – 
having not taken a summer off 
since the 1960s.

Lee Howell attended the Beach Boys concert performance with his 
daughter, Kristin. Kristin said she was excited to see the Beach Boys 
because she had recently seen the band on a rerun of “Full House.” 

Danielle Goodman attended the Beach Boys concert performance 
with her father.

David Arnold poses for a picture with the Beach Boys.

Janice and Tom McInnis pose for a picture with the Beach Boys.

Candy and Dean Nichols pose for a picture with the Beach Boys.
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Diana and Joe Everett pose for a picture with the Beach Boys. Janet Smith and Greg Wood pose for a picture with the Beach Boys.

Carol and Duane Linker pose for a picture with the Beach Boys. Brenda Purcell and Jan Seagraves pose with the Beach Boys.

Melissa and Van Billingsley pose with the Beach Boys. Tanya and Lee Wallace pose with the Beach Boys.
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The Ledger is a newsletter distributed by the RCC Foundation Executive Director to keep you informed about 
Richmond Community College and its ongoing effort to meet the needs of students and the communities the College serves.

RCC student clubs inspiring, raising awareness, completing service projects
Movers and shakers on campus 
Members of L.A.M.P., RCC’s 
Mentoring And Leadership Pro-
gram, (pictured right) held Op-
eration Graduation, an event 
where a number of guest speak-
ers delivered encouraging mes-
sages to students on how to be 
successful and stay on course. 
Other active student clubs on 
campus include the Human Ser-
vices Club (below left), which 
held rallies at the flagpole 
against bullying and domestic 
violence, as well as donated 
winter clothing and supplies to 
a local homeless shelter, and the 
HVAC Club (below right), which 
collected food items for needy 
families, donated gloves to ele-
mentary students and cleaned 
the condenser coils on air condi-
tioning units at several local fire 
departments.


